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Peter grew up in the Yarra Valley and has come back to Gembrook to 

be close to his elderly father. Peter worked in the tourism field but 

COVID closed that door. However, with his lifetime interest in trains 

and his tourism background he became the CEO of Puffing Billy, 6 

months ago. 

Pre COVID, Puffing Billy carried 500,000 passengers per annum. 

Since COVID, it is about 50,000 but slowly building. In the early days 

Puffing Billy travelled to Ferntree Gully but with gauge changes, it 

became Belgrave to Gembrook and Emerald Lake. It is run by 250 

volunteers and 100 staff. Pre COVID, many of the volunteers were 

international volunteers who were here for a few months. At present 

the trains are only running 3 days per week but in September they 

hope to be back to 7 days a week. During Chinese New Year they of-

ten had 7 trains running per day. At present only 10 passengers per 

carriage. The core market is families and 70% were international visi-

tors. The trains were booked 7 months in advance for those guests. 

Pre COVID, there was $10,000,000 in the bank. Almost all of it is 

gone with no train travel but with a large wage bill that still had to be 

paid. They will be restarting their dining cars soon. A new chef has 

been employed at the Lakeside centre and menus have been updated. 

Some people hire private carriages for up to 

18, for a family celebration. The railway also 

provides picnic hampers. The Menzies Creek 

museum is home to 80 historic rare and   

operational steam and diesel locomotives, 

carriages and rail tractors. 

$8,000,000 has been spent building the 

Lakeside Visitor Centre. This will become 

the starting point of Puffing Billy in the     

future.  

 

           This week’s meeting– Peter Abbott     
          CEO Puffing Billy Railway            

 Meeting Details 

When:  Tuesday  evenings 

          6.30 pm for 7.00 pm   

Zoom meeting  

2nd and 4th Tuesday each 
month 

 Zoom link, click HERE . 

Physical meeting 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month 

Venue:  Tosaria’s Cafe 

               60 Henderson Rd 

               Rowville     

Visitors are very welcome.   

For information contact: 

Membership Chair: 

Kevin Harrison 0419 919 011 

President: 

Murray Wilson 0402 088 999 

Inside this issue: 

This week’s meeting 1 
& 
2 

Rowville Roundup 3 

Forward program 5 

Roster 6 Peter Abbott, CEO of 
Puffing Billy railways Contd page 2. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7721058587?pwd=b0V2MERPaFI1T2lCTUpBb0lWVktMQT09#success
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Peter Abbott—CEO Puffing Billy Railways  contd 

 

 

Passengers can choose to go down to Belgrave or up to Gembrook. The Café will hold 130 people. A 

new chef has been employed and the menus have been updated. There is an interpretive centre and a 

conference centre at the Lakeside Visitors Centre. The centre will open in September but there is      

difficulty finding enough staff. Another initiative is a bike trail running along the train track, to enable 

people to hire bikes, ride one way and then get on the train with their bike, for the return journey. A 

dog train has also been initiated, which is sold out for the next 3 months.  

Pleasingly passengers will again be able to ‘sit on the sill’ and dangle their legs. This practice was 

stopped some years ago after a bus ran into the side of the train – although no-one was injured it was 

deemed to be unsafe practice. 11,000,000 passengers rode without one falling out of the train but many 

regulations had to be satisfied in order for passengers to be able to ‘dangle their legs’ once more. 

During COVID Puffing Billy was closed for 9 months. This meant many volunteers went to different 

projects. About 30% of volunteers were lost however some will return after being vaccinated. There is 

quite a stringent pathway for volunteers, including passing a medical. The volunteers used to be mostly 

from a manufacturing background, now there are many more from a professional background. 

There are 12 more carriages in production and they may build a whole new train. 

One highlight is the “Train of Lights”.  This will be open in the school holidays and the train will be 

totally illuminated. Some of the local residents aren’t so thrilled about this but 99% love the idea. There 

are no ‘murder mystery’ trains as yet but the plan is to bring them back. 

During the storm in the Dandenongs, a huge number of trees came down on the track. Luckily no     

major damage occurred. Puffing Billy is donating money to the Dandenong Ranges Storm Recovery 

Fund.   

Peter tells us the most prestigious role in the Puffing Billy organisation is the Steam Train Driver. They 

receive many applications for only 6 jobs. 

The talk was very interesting and instilled much interest in our members to ride Puffing 

Billy again, particularly in the dining carriage. We extend our thanks to Peter for making 

the time available to speak to our Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The iconic and much-
photographed view as 

Puffing Billy crosses the 
trestle bridge. 
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DG Daryl Moran has set 4 Challenges for the 

Clubs in District 9810 in the coming year. These 

are: 

1. Excellence— to attract new members and 

to retain current members. 

2. Innovation— to be creative and                     

adaptable and to use the resources available 

to make meetings interesting and varied.  

3. Family—to work with and grow the family 

of  Rotary in Earlyact, Interact, Alumni and 

Rotaract clubs as well as Rotary. 

4. Support—to support Rotary programs and  

initiatives such as the Rotary Foundation. 

DG Daryl’s cryptic ‘Don’t be Kodak!’ reminds us 

all that being too comfortable with ‘we’ve always 

done it this way’ can be the pathway to oblivion.  

District Governor’s 4 Challenges for 2021-2022 

 

 

Rowville Roundup 

Rotary theme for each 
month 

July— New Leadership 

August— Membership and New 
Club  Development 

September— Basic Education 
and Literacy 

October— Economic and  
Community Development 
November—Rotary Foundation 

December—Disease Prevention 
and treatment 

January—Vocational Services 

February—Peacebuilding and 
conflict  prevention/resolution 
 
March—Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene 

April—Maternal & Child Health  

May—Youth Service 

June—Rotary Fellowships 

 

            

• Birthdays this week—Bob and Stephen. No doubt they en-

joyed hearing “Happy Birthday” sung by Carol in her best 

Marilyn Monroe style at this week’s meeting. 

• Quilt raffle—this will be drawn 

next week, so last chance to get 

ticket stubs back to Heather. 

• Fashion Parade tickets are still 

available for the fundraiser for 

Taminya House. Email Marg if you 

would like to be part of this outing 

on Saturday August 21st. 

• Bob is taking another load to Backpacks 4 VIC Kids in Cran-

bourne this week. As you can see in the photo, once again 

there are many bags of donated goods, largely from Pepper-

tree Hill.  
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• DG Visit next week. Please invite partners 

and friends. 

• Our Club is a finalist in the Aston Commu-

nity Awards. Congratulations everyone! The 

award ceremony will be held later in the 

year. 

• Knox City Council Emergency Management 

Program will be attending next Cluster 

meeting with a view to establishing a      

Volunteers Directory through Rotary for 

Emergency Relief situations. 

• John reports that the Bali trip is looking 

good but definitely won’t go ahead whilst 

COVID is a danger. 

• The first meeting of the Fundraising       

Committee was held and Carol reported 

that 26 possible events are being investigat-

ed by the Committee. One such event is a 

mock wedding to be held at the end of    

October with Heather and Bob in the main 

roles. However Bob will be the bride and 

Heather the groom! Suggestion of everyone 

bringing a wrapped gift and auctioning off 

the ‘surprise gifts’.  

• Alan reported that the Dandenong Ranges 

Storm Recovery fund has reached $80,000. 

• Gary is hoping the Environment Commit-

tee can meet with Knox City Councillors at 

Seebeck Hall to discuss plans for a Rotary 

Park and revegeta-

tion. 

• President Murray 

gave us a goal for 

this week— 

  

 

 

• Thank you to 

Heather for her re-

port of this week’s meeting. 

Club reports. 

COVID permitting, these are the dates for this year. 

First Friday of each month: 
August 6th                       September 3rd    

October 1st                      November 5th                           

December 3rd  

Plus  Thurs December 23rd 

Bunnings BBQs 

   

The Club is very appreciative 

of a donation of $500 from 

Bunnings in lieu of missed 

BBQs during this year of 

COVID lockdowns.   

From the wider world of Rotary. 

The latest edition of Rotary Down Under has an 

interesting article about Rotarians for Bees 

(R4BEES), which was formed in 2018. One inter-

esting fact that puts in context the importance of 

bees is that bees and other pollinators pollinate 

nearly three-quarters of the plants that provide 90% 

of the world’s food. The risk to eco systems and 

food supplies of dwindling numbers of bees was 

highlighted by Sir David Attenborough. 

Rotarians for Bees has need of a State Chairperson 

to co-ordinate programs and events involving all 

Rotary Districts. 

If you want to find out more about R4BEES here 

are some links. RDU link here. 

Email john@jmcresources.com.au 

Website  rotariansforbees.org 

Talk to friends and 

colleagues about  

Rotary”.  

https://epubs.media/rotarydownunder/ezine/2021/641/
https://rotariansforbees.org/
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Duty Roster and Forward Program 2021-2022 

Date Registration Chair Director of Fun  Program 

AUGUST— Membership and New Club Development Month 

10 

physical 
James Steve Jeff 

DG Daryl Moran 

District Governor’s visit 

17 

physical 
Adrian Alan 

Organised by 

Toastmasters 
Combined night with Toastmasters 

24 

zoom 
 Rajeev Rotaractors 

Nidhi Wadhwa 

Update on Knox Rotaract Club 

Sunday 29th  

in lieu of 

Tuesday 31st 

SOCIAL NIGHT— Distillery visit 6pm 

64 Monbulk Road, Belgrave  

Please let Marg know if you will be attending so that she can confirm the number. 

SEPTEMBER—Basic Education and Literacy 

7 

physical 
Neil M        Neil W   

Rotarian Behind 

the Badge  

Fiona Johns 

 Robin Yamaguchi 

My School in Uganda 

 

Membership Night—October 19th—put it in your diary now 

Upwey Pop-up Blood Donor Centre 

Monday 16 August, 12.30pm – 7.15pm         Tuesday 17 August, 12.00pm – 7.15pm 

Wednesday 18 August, 12.00pm – 7.15pm     Thursday 19 August, 12.00pm – 7.15pm 

                                   Friday 20 August, 8.00am – 3.00pm 

1443 Burwood Highway, Upwey VIC 3158 

Our meeting on October 19th will be a Cocktail 

Party format, which will provide an ideal oppor-

tunity to invite friends to visit our Club and learn 

a little about what we do. It is also a way to re-

spond to the call by RI President Shekhar Mehta 

to build membership, as shown in the graphic. 

Give Life Give Blood 



Let’s support our members in their business endeavours 
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August 5th slice (Upwey) Pam King (RC Boronia), Corinne, Gary, Jenny 

August 18th soup (FTG) Heather, Anita, Gary, Michelle 

August 19th slice (Upwey) Brenton, Fiona, Marg, Jenny 

Sept 2nd slice (Upwey) Heather, Anita, Corinne, Gary 

Sept 15th soup (FTG) Marg, Jenny, Fiona 

Sept 16th slice (Upwey) Pam,  

Support for Foothills Community Care—Soup ‘n’ Slice roster 

Over the last 

12 months 

foothills has 

provided 

over 35,000 

fresh meals 

and 10,000 

food parcels 
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Website:   www.rowvillerotary.com.au 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

Rotary-Club-of-Rowville-Lysterfield-

171446576246728/?ref=bookmarks  

District 9810 

 

Website: http://www.9810rotary.org.au 

 

 Contacts 

 

2021-22 BOARD MEMBERS 

 

President                              Murray Wilson/Kevin  

                                              Harrison 

Vice-President                     Kevin Harrison/Murray 

                                              Wilson 

Secretary                               Heather Eddy 

Treasurer                              Neil White 

President Elect                     

Immediate Past President   Marg Vesey                    

Director                                 Steve Macdonald 

 

 2021-22 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Community                         Marg Vesey 

Youth Service                      Max Williams 

Foundation                           

International                       Alan Lunghusen 

Vocational                           John Williams and Neil  

                                             Marshall 

Membership/Facebook     Kevin Harrison 

OTHER ROLES 

Rowville Secondary 

College Council Rep     Rajeev Wadhwa 

Newsletter                     Jenny Moran 

Website                          Alan Lunghusen 

Club Protection Officer  Corinne Baillie 

Program Co-ordinator  Marg Vesey and 

                                        Heather Eddy 

On-to-Conference          Heather Eddy 
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